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WEATHER 


Dozen dead in Bronx blaze 


A preschooler playing with a stove accidentally 
sparked New York City’s deadliest fire in decades. races 


Che Star-Ledger 
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This New Year's, 
it’s cold lang syne 


The Horseshoe Falls in Niagara Falls, Ontario, are encased in ice Friday as frigid weather continues. The most potent in a series of Arctic 
blasts is set to hit the Eastern Seaboard on Sunday as people prepare to ring in the new year. Aaron Lynett, The Canadian Press 


The last time it was so frigid 
for a ball drop in NYC was 1962 


Jason Samenow Washington Post 


New Year’s Eve partygoers best bundle up. 

As 2017 turns to 2018, the most frigid New 
Year’s weather in decades will infiltrate the 
eastern two-thirds of the nation. 

The latest and most potent in a series of 
Arctic blasts is set to crash into the north- 
central United States today and reach the 
Eastern Seaboard on Sunday. The blast will 
uncork piercing cold that will cover enor- 
mous territory by Sunday night. From Bill- 
ings, Montana, to Boston in the north and 
from Oklahoma City to Washington to the 
south, temperatures will average 15 to as 
many as 50 degrees below normal. 

The temperature averaged over this zone 
will plummet to a bone-chilling 15.9 degrees 
just after midnight Jan. 1, signifying the 
coldest start to the new year in 70 years of 
records, according to Brian Brettschneider, 
a climatologist based in Alaska, who ran the 
numbers. 

New York City will ring in the New Year 
with an air temperature near 10 degrees and 
wind chills of zero to minus-5. This would 
rank among the coldest ball drops in the 
Big Apple in recorded history. The last time 
it was so cold was in 1962; 1917 marked the 


coldest ball drop, when the air temperature 
was a mere 1 degree. 

But the most extreme cold will focus in 
the Upper Midwest. Minneapolis may ring in 
the new year with air temperatures around 
minus-10 and the wind chill factor close to 
minus-30. 

The National Weather Service predicts an 
average low temperature of 10 degrees over 
the entire nation Monday, with about a third 
of the nation below zero. 

Although it may be tempting to question 
global warming when temperatures are so 
frigid, the abnormally cold weather over the 
Eastern U.S. and parts of Canada is an anom- 
aly compared to conditions over the rest of 
the world. Most locations are presently 
experiencing weather that is considerably 
warmer than normal. 

It is also worth remembering the follow- 
ing: The three warmest years on record glob- 
ally, since records began in the late 1800s, 
are 2014, 2015 and 2016. 

2017 is expected to rank among the top 
five warmest years on record. 

So far this year, warm weather records 
have outpaced cold by a factor of 3 in the 
United States. 
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“Guys, you have got to bundle up, 
because it’s really cold out here.” 
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Sharliyah Rabb, right, 
acrossing guard in Trenton 
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Frozen in New Jersey 


Forecast: Light snow is expected to hit 
the region after 7 a.m. today — primar- 
ily in northern New Jersey and parts of 
Central Jersey. High temperatures are 

forecast to be around 25 degrees. 


Sunday is expected to be mostly sunny 
but very cold, with a high near 17 degrees 
and a low around 7. 


Polar bear plunges: The events in 

Ocean City and Ventnor City have been 
scrapped. The Press of Atlantic City 
reported that Brigantine has rescheduled 
for Jan. 13. 


The Atlantic City Polar Plunge is still 
scheduled to take place Monday. 
Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. near 
Resorts Casino Hotel. 


The Sons of Ireland group also still plans 
to hold its plunge in Asbury Park on Mon- 
day. Anyone interested in participating 

in the charity event can register at 
sonsofireland.org. 


Amusement park closed: Six Flags 
Great Adventure in Jackson will be closed 
for Holiday in the Park on Sunday and 
Monday, with the planned fireworks show 
canceled. — Staff and wire reports 


Michael Mancuso, for The Star-Ledger 
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Housing 
market 
expected 
to take hit 


Jersey home prices likely 
to see a Slowdown under 
GOP tax law, analysts say 


Kathy Orton and Aaron Gregg 
Washington Post 


The steady increase in housing prices 
in many of the nation’s priciest markets — 
including New Jersey — is expected to slow 
in coming years, analysts say, as the Repub- 
lican tax law begins to reshape a major part 
of the American economy. 

For generations, the tax code has subsi- 
dized homeownership, particularly for peo- 
ple in the upper-middle-class and beyond. 
The Republican tax legislation, however, 
pushed in the opposite direction, scaling 
back subsidies once thought untouchable. 

To pay for other tax cuts benefiting indi- 
viduals and corporations, the GOP tax plan 
trims the mortgage interest deduction 
and property tax deduction, which com- 
bined allow some homeowners to take tens 
of thousands of dollars off their taxable 
income. 

The law allows interest to be deducted 
on mortgages only worth up to $750,000, 
instead of the previously existing $1 million 
limit (people who got loans before Dec. 15 
are grandfathered into the $1 million limit). 
It also put a $10,000 cap on the amount of 
state and local taxes that can be deducted 
from the federal return. In New Jersey, 
property taxes alone top $10,000 for about 
25 percent of single-family homes, accord- 
ing to ATTOM Data Solutions, a real estate 
data and analytics firm. When combining 
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MAHWAH 


Parks ban, 
alleged to target 
Jews, rescinded 


Vote follows lawsuit by state 
AG alleging discrimination 


Staff and wire reports 


After being accused of trying to keep 
Orthodox Jews in neighboring New York 
state towns from crossing into Mahwah, 
the township council voted this week to 
rescind a measure banning out-of-state res- 
idents from using town parks. 

Language in the ordinance was removed 
in a 6-1 vote following a lawsuit, filed in 
October by Attorney General Christopher 
Porrino, who said the ordinance was made 
on an “archaic, fear-driven and discrimina- 
tory mindset” and carried a “hateful mes- 
sage.” 

The council introduced the ordinance 
change Dec. 15 and at the same meeting 
permanently tabled a sign ordinance that 
would have effectively prohibited eruvs 
by further restricting what items can be 
attached to utility poles. 

SEE MAHWAH, 4 
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